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A chelonioid marine turtle from the Upper Cretaceous of Wakayama Prefecture, south-western Japan
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Abstract
The carapace of a fossil marine turtle from Toyajo Formation of the Sotoizumi Group (Campanian in the Upper
Cretaceous) in Aridagawa Town, Wakayama Prefecture was identified as the genus Mesodermochelys (Protostegidae) .
This specimen is considered to be new paleontological evidence showing that this genus was an extremely dominant

marine turtle in the Upper Cretaceous ocean area around Japan.
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JEH1# Class Reptilia
71 X H Order Testudines
& 3HM H Suborder Cryptodira
7 I A A L#} Superfamily Chelonioidea
7’1+ Z 7 5B} Family Protostegidae
Mesodermochelys sp.
FEAR © WMNH-Ge-1140240001: 35 H (X 2)
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BHICH o 2BECEMA RO NN X, ZORE SIS, BEERIIENO LEA MR TR
ML T 5 Mesodermochelys I 2 E S Lz Rg oI, dbiEBE T2 b OB iE (L3E
R~ —A MV ey 7 ) 2 & 9% M. undulatus <Cd % (Hirayama and Chitoku, 1996; /& & |
2011). YRR AIIBIATE & i U CTHEROASZE A DIRASIA <, AATEOTER S E G & v ) ZRAFRO 5D
A, MZEOWERROENSEET S L, SHIFHLANVOMETH ZWRIENPEL L OIS . L7255 T,
R TlE Y%A % Mesodermochelys sp. & L CTH) .

Mesodermochelys (YW HIE DA% 5T, L) HVIREREHFRLHRERF 2O D HE SN TS (Fs
2006; Sato et al., 2012). & HIHAFRIAKEHENERESE ( LHABRF 2 —0=7 v »6a=77
YL LRBOMIEHEEZ BNBLAD RO > TS (FIl - £, 2024) . Mesodermochelys 13,
LHE R EICRONDIRENEEO G DTS T AR O LN & 7 4 & ST & 72 (Hirayama
and Chitoku, 1996). L2 L , ZORBRICHERENFERMEFICHONS X ) Z  ORENEE L, KR %
FUTNV =T PABRTHRL 270 A7 TR EEN S, b LET T AT TR L ikBRICSH 5
ML L72FHCHNS T 5 2 L 2R LTS (P - £, 2024) .

HARD FIATERD LR SN L 7 I F X LR O KPIE Mesodermochelys R & DI 72 5 7% Tdh
528 M TRBICEHKEZZONE Y I T ABPWIHCTRIERTH L 2 LI, AP F 2 —0 =7~
NHI—=A MY & TT AT THLOWEED O FElE S N7 BREE T B O b2 BT 72 REE 2 R LT w
% . 7 BAKILEA IO HAO S EHCRIMUR ERESERE 2 5 3 IR 27V 2T
& 5 Megapterygius wakayamaensis 735 S 11T\ % (Konishi etal., 2023) . 2D ¥ 7 4% Mesodermochelys &
FARICHIL CEIEB O & 7 B3R ERTH D 2 L5 , HARFEO S CHE 0L % F 72 igE 2%
Abha.

HVFILR FEHE BRI 2 & Mesodermochelys h3%5 . & 7= 2 L1, HARIZ BT 2 1 R o i A4 T8 HUH
OEEYHIRLHESE 2 ELET L5 L THETH L EEZONL . SR OEROHED SH 72 LaERO
FERFFREIND .
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